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SUBJECT: WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

REF: STATE 204786 

1 . ON AUGUST 15 PERSONALLY DELIVERED TO PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AMBASSADOR EIGIL JORGENSEN THE AIDE MEMOIRE, 

AT THE SAME TIME EMPHASIZING THAT THE U.S. LOOKED TO DENMARK: 

(A) TO USE ITS INFLUENCE TO PREVENT REAFFIRMATION BY CONFERENCE 
OF UNGA 75 DECISION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM. 

(B) TO BE AWARE OF THE NEED TO DEVELOP A STRATEGY TO PREVENT 
SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THAT UNGA DECISION, INCLUDING MAKING KEY 
AFRICAN PARTICIPANTS AWARE THAT SUCH REFERENCE WOULD CAUSE 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR THE CONFERENCE AND TO EXPRESS IN 
ADVANCE READINESS TO WALK OUT IF NECESSARY TO FORESTALL 
EXPLICIT REAFFIRMATION OF THE ZIONISM EQUALS RACISM FORMULA. 

2. AMBASSADOR JORGENSEN ASSURED ME THAT DENMARK'S 
POSITION WAS BASICALLY ALIGNED WITH OURS AND THAT, WHILE 
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DENMARK FELT IT COULD ATTEND PRESENT CONFERENCE BECAUSE 
NO EXPLICIT LINK TO ZIONISM EQUALS RACISM HAD BEEN 
INCLUDED IN THE RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THIS CONFERENCE, 

DENMARK WOULD "NOT ACCEPT ANYTHING THAT WOULD DRAW 
PARALLEL BETWEEN ZIONISM AND RACISM." 

3. JORGENSEN THAN ADDED THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: 
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(A) IN VIEW OF POTENTIAL REFERENCE TO ZIONISM EQUALS 
RACISM AT THE CONFERENCE, DENMARK HAS RESISTED PRESSURE 
TO ASSUME CONFERENCE VICE PRESIDENCY OR EVEN A COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMANSHIP. SHOULD OTHER WEOS RESPOND SIMILARLY, 

IT MIGHT CREATE A PROBLEM OF FILLING THESE OFFICES, WITH 
THE LIKELY RESULT THAT FINLAND WOULD BE ASKED TO 
SUBSTITUTE FOR DENMARK. 

(B) AFRICAN COUNTRIES WERE THOUGHT BY DENMARK TO BE 
RELUCTANT TO SUPPORT ANY SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO ZIONISM 
EQUALS RACISM SINCE THE DRAFT DECLARATION IN WHICH THEY 
HAVE A MAJOR INTEREST WOULD THEN NOT OBTAIN THE SIPPORT 
THE AFRICANS DESIRE, GIVEN THE OPPOSITION ZIONISM EQUALS 
RACISM WOULD CREATE. 

(C) JORGENSEN EXPECTED THAT A Z EQUALS R LINKAGE WOULD NOT 
SURFACE UNTIL THE VERY END OF THE CONFERENCE, IF AT ALL, 
GIVEN THE INTEREST OF THE AFRICAN NATIONS TO HAVE A 
SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE. AT THAT TIME THE DANISH 
DELEGATION WILL BE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO RESIST THE 
INCLUSION OF SUCH REFERENCE. WHILE HE DID NOT 
SPECIFICALLY COMMIT THE DANES TO WALKING OUT, HE DID 
EMPHASIZE THAT DENMARK AND THE U.S. SAW THE PROBLEM 

OF Z EQUALS R IN IDENTICAL TERMS. 
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4. ASIDE FROM THE MATTER OF THE CONFERENCE, AMBASSADOR 
JORGENSEN USED THE OPPORTUNITY TO INDICATE HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S INTEREST IN THE FORTHCOMING CAMP DAVID 
MEETING ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND ASKED THAT WE KEEP HIM 
AS CLOSELY INFORMED AS POSSIBLE, BOTH ON THE PREPARATIONS 
FOR THAT MEETING AND AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE ON 
DEVELOPMENTS AT THE MEETING. 

MANSHEL 
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